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Overview


Language A: Literature is primarily a pre-university course in literature. It is 

aimed at students who intend to pursue literature, or related studies at university, as well as at learners whose formal study of literature will not continue beyond this level. 
The study of texts provides a focus on developing an understanding of how 

language informs meaning in cultures and in particular texts.  All texts may be understood according to form & content, audience, socio-cultural context, different historical lenses and the myth of ‘Intentionality’. 

Language A: Literature is designed to engage learners critically with the material 

studied.
    

Why Literature at All?

No matter how much experience we may gather in life, we can never in life get the dimension of experience that the imagination gives us. Only the arts and sciences can do that, and of these, only literature gives us the whole sweep and range of human imagination as it sees itself.

Northrop Frye from The Massey Lectures
Literature is concerned with our conceptions, interpretations and experiences of the world. The study of literature, therefore, can be seen as a study of all the complex pursuits, anxieties, joys and fears that human beings are exposed to in the daily business of living. It enables an exploration of one of the more enduring fields of human creativity and artistic ingenuity, and provides immense opportunities for encouraging independent, original, critical and clear thinking. It also promotes a healthy respect for the imagination and a perceptive approach to the understanding and interpretation of literary works. The discussion of literature is itself an art which requires the clear expression of ideas both orally and in writing.

The Language A programme encourages students to see literary works as products of art and their authors as craftspeople whose methods of production can be analysed in a variety of ways and on a number of levels. This is achieved through the emphasis placed on exploring the means used by different authors to convey their subjects in the works studied. It is further reinforced by the comparative framework emphasized for the study of these works in all parts of the programme. 
Why World Literature?

In view of the international nature of the IBO, the Language A programme does not limit the study of literature to the achievements of one culture or the cultures covered by any one language. The study of World Literature is important to IB students because of its global perspective. It can play a strong role in promoting a world spirit through the unique opportunities it offers for the appreciation of the various ways in which cultures influence and shape the experiences of life common to all humanity.

The World Literature element of the Language A programme does not aim to cover the history of literature or the so-called great works of humanity. It does not aim to equip students with a mastery of other cultures. It is envisaged as having the potential to enrich the international awareness of IB students and to develop in them the attitudes of tolerance, empathy and a genuine respect for perspectives different from their own.

Course Objectives:  Higher Level (240 hours)

There are 3 assessment objectives for the Language A: Literature course:

1. Knowledge and understanding

· Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of individual literary works as representatives of their genre and period, and the relationships between them
· Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which cultural values are expressed in literature
· Demonstrate awareness of the significance of the context in which a work is written and received
· Substantiate and justify ideas with relevant examples
2. Analysis, synthesis and evaluation
· Demonstrate an ability to analyse language, structure, technique and style, and evaluate their effects on the reader
· Demonstrate an ability to engage in independent literary criticism on both familiar and unfamiliar literary texts
· Show an ability to examine and discuss in depth the effects of literary techniques and the connections between style and meaning (HL only)
3. Selection and use of appropriate presentation and language skills
· Demonstrate an ability to express ideas clearly and fluently in both written and oral communication, with an effective choice of register and style
· Demonstrate a command of terminology and concepts appropriate to the study of literature
· Demonstrate an ability to express well-organized oral and written arguments
· Demonstrate an ability to write a sustained and detailed literary commentary (HL only)
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Grade 11
Part IV—Options
Three Works

· PLA Things Fall Apart (novel) by Chinua Achebe (Africa, 20th cent.)

· Fasting and Feasting (novel) by Anita Desai (US, 20th cent.)

or   Games at Twilight and Other Short Stories by Anita Desai

· PLT A Doll’s House (Drama) by Ibsen (Norway, 19th cent.)

· Persepolis (graphic novel) by Marjane Satrapi (Iran, 20th century)
Linked Thematically by the following:

Rules and law vs. anarchy; family, upheaval, not living up to familial expectations; power vs. powerlessness / restlessness / hopelessness; the role of women; the search for self; ‘The Law is an ass’; colonialism / imperialism; fallacy of tradition; tribalism; quest for self; narrative techniques.  

IB Leaner Profile Links:
Broadened knowledge about international cultures and historical perspectives, exploration of principles, thinking critically about moral issues, communication in collaborative activities to foster self-reflection, open-minded and empathetic consideration of different cultural perspectives, discussion of order and chaos (balance) in literature.

TOK’s Ways of Knowing 

World Literature discussion, writing and oral presentations are unique opportunities to explore ‘Ways of Knowing’:  emotion (catharsis and pathos), reason (ethos and logos), sense perception (description), language (literary devices).

Grade 11
Part I—Works in Translation
3 works PLT

· PLT  Chronicle of a Death Foretold by Gabriel Garcia Marquez (novella) Translated from Spanish, 20th cent.
· PLT  Sound of the Waves by Yukio Mishima (novel) Translated from Japanese, 20th cent.
· PLT  No Way Out by Jean-Paul Sartre (play) Translated from French, 20th cent.
Linked thematically by the following: 

Personal belief systems vs. societal expectations; crime and punishment (incarceration and reprisals); fate vs. free will; existentialism, solipsism, nihilism and the absurd; personal responsibility vs. collective blame; ‘The Law is an ass’

IB Leaner Profile Links in Part I:
Broadened knowledge about international cultures, exploration of principles, thinking critically about moral issues, independent inquiry, confident and creative communication in ‘Oral Presentation’ with reflective options to varied modes of expression with a range of choices from low to higher risk-taking, open-minded and empathetic consideration of different cultural perspectives, emerging reflection of individual skills and strengths in writing and verbal expression.

TOK’s Ways of Knowing 

World Literature discussion, writing and oral presentations are unique opportunities to explore ‘Ways of Knowing’:  emotion (catharsis and pathos), reason (ethos and logos), sense perception (description), language (literary devices).

GRADE 11 Assignments
Based on works studied in Part IV
(Individual Oral Presentation  






mid-Nov. to Dec.
Based on works studied in Part I
(Stage 1: Interactive Orals (small groups or individually after each work in Part I) 
January to June
(Stage 2: Reflective Statement (after each ‘Interactive Oral’)



ibid.
(Stage 3: Supervised Writing (after each work-approx. 50min each)


ibid.
(Stage 4: Literary Essay 







Draft(May
*Submitted with one Reflective Statement from above



Final( June







Grade 12 

Part II—Detailed Study
3 works PLA of different genres
· PLA The Poetry of Langston Hughes (US, 20th cent.)

· PLA Jazz (novel) by Toni Morrison (US, 20th cent.)
· PLA Running in the Family (Prose Non-fiction) by Michael Ondaatje (Canada, 20th cent.)
Thematic Links:
Class and social status; colonialism in one source juxtaposed with racism in another; synthesis of jazz and literature; coming of age; the American Dream; blending in the prevailing cultures; a foot in two countries and in neither fully; African American experiences in North America.
Part III—Literary Genres
3 PLA’s of the same genre studied as a group 

· PBL Death of a Salesman (Drama) by Arthur Miller (US, 20th cent.)
· PBL Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (Drama) by Tennessee Williams (US, 20th cent.)
· PBL Waiting for Godot (Drama) by Samuel Beckett (Ireland, 20th cent).
· PLA Othello or Merchant of Venice(Drama) by William Shakespeare (PBL), England, (mid 1500’s)
Linked thematically by the following (and as Drama Studies): 

Family, illness, not living up to your own expectations; sexual preferences embedded in the backdrop of prevailing culture; the gull / cuckold; class and privilege vs. poverty and disenfranchisement; the role of women; power vs. powerlessness / restlessness; colonialism and imperialism; the structure and stage craft of Drama as a genre
IB Leaner Profile Links in Part II and III:
Broadened knowledge about international cultures and historical perspectives, further exploration of principles, thinking critically about moral issues in structured writing and speech, independent inquiry with risk taking in writing choices, confident communication in ‘Oral Commentary’ with reflective options of response to larger written composition with some risk-taking, open-minded and empathetic consideration of different cultural perspectives and positions, reflection and honing of individual skills and strengths in writing and verbal expression.

TOK’s Ways of Knowing 

World Literature discussion, writing and oral presentations are unique opportunities to explore ‘Ways of Knowing’:  emotion (catharsis and pathos), reason (ethos and logos), sense perception (description), language (literary devices).

Grade 12 Assignments:
(Oral Commentary based on Part II works


early Jan.-March
(Exam (based on literary skills + 2 Part III works) 

May
Assignment List for 11 and 12 HL

i)  External assessment (4 hours) 






70%
Exam:

Paper 1: Literary commentary (2 hours)

The paper consists of two passages: one prose and one poetry.

Students choose one and write a literary commentary. (20 marks)

20%

Paper 2: Essay (2 hours)

The paper consists of three questions for each literary genre.

In response to one question students write an essay based on at least two works studied

in part 3. (25 marks)

25%
Written assignment

Students submit a reflective statement and literary essay on one work studied in part 1.

(25 marks)

The reflective statement must be 300–400 words in length.

The essay must be 1,200–1,500 words in length.

25%
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ii) Internal assessment

This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB

at the end of the course.

30%

Individual oral commentary and discussion (20 minutes)

Formal oral commentary on poetry studied in part 2 with subsequent questions

(10 minutes) followed by a discussion based on one of the other part 2 works

(10 minutes). (30 marks)

15%
Individual oral presentation (10–15 minutes)

The presentation is based on works studied in part 4. It is internally assessed and

externally moderated through the part 2 internal assessment task. (30 marks)

15% 

GRADE 11 Assignments
Based on works studied in Part IV
(Individual Oral Presentation  






mid-Nov. to Dec.
Based on works studied in Part I
(Stage 1: Interactive Orals (small groups or individually after each work in Part I) 
January to June
(Stage 2: Reflective Statement (after each ‘Interactive Oral’)



ibid.
(Stage 3: Supervised Writing (after each work-approx. 50min each)


ibid.
(Stage 4: Literary Essay 







Draft(May
*Submitted with one Reflective Statement from above



Final( June











Grade 12 Assignments:
(Oral Commentary based on Part II works





early Jan.-March
(Exam (based on literary skills + 2 Part III works)




May 2013
IB  Learner Profile 

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.

IB learners strive to be:

Inquirers 
They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct
inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy

learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance.

In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding

across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers 
They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively

to recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical

decisions.

Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively

in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They

work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.

Principled 
They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and

respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take

responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany

them.

Open-minded 
They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and

are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and

communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points

of view, and are willing to grow from the experience.

Caring 

They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of

others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive

difference to the lives of others and to the environment.

Risk-takers 
They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and

forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas

and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Balanced 
They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance

to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

Reflective 
They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They

are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to

support their learning and personal development.
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